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Video: Jazzy Broadway Hits Come To Mahwah

Singer Laura Hull performs a Sunday matinee at the Mahwah Public Library
By Jessica Mazzola | Email the author | 5:00am
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It was standing room only and parking was tight as _
residents gathered at the Mahwah Public Library View full size
Sunday afternoon for "Broadway the Jazzway."

The community welcomed back vocalist Laura
Hull, this time performing recognizable Broadway
tunes set to jazz beats.

"I want people to realize that even Broadway
music can be jazzy, and it really can appeal to
everyone,” she said.

Hull, who was accompanied by pianist Tomoko
Ohno and bassist Steve LaSpina, interjected
personal stories, bits of music history, and FHUTUS (3)

general information about jazz music into her : H
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performance.
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Hull, a New York native who is now the president

of the New Jersey Jazz Society, has been Your photos, videos & PDFs: Add
performing since age seven, when she wasina

production of "The King and L.

"Jazz is really just an improvisational approach to
a piece of music," she said.

"I always begin every show with 'Getting to Know You,' as a reminder of the journey I've been on," said
the singer, who released her first album of original tunes, Hullabaloo, in 2006.

She was greeted by a warm welcome from the packed audience.

"I come to a lot of library events, because I feel very much at home when I come here," said Mahwah
resident Nancy Hartmann.

"I was particularly excited for this one, because I knew I'd hear a lot of songs that I remember from my
childhood. But, apparently I wasn't the only one who felt that way. I almost couldn't get a parking
space!" she said.

The performance, which was free to audience members, asked for donations. As generally done with
library performances, half of the money raised went to the performer, and the rest went to the library
performance budget.

The library's performance schedule continues next Sunday, Jan. 16, when the All Seasons Chamber
Players perform 'The Archduke' and other music at 2:00pm.
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Laura Hull

Margquee Melodies: The Music of the Movies
Bickford Theatre, Morristown | Nov. 7, 2010

ocalist Laura Hull, who currently

serves as President of NJJS, performed
a sprightly program of songs written for
the movies at the Bickford Theatre in
Morristown on November 7. She was
accompanied by the stellar duo of pianist
Patrick Firth and bassist Steve LaSpina.

Fittingly, the musicians arrived on stage first to give their take on the
wonderful David Raksin melody, “Laura,” from the film of the same

name. Hull then came forward to give us a taste of some familiar
favorites, a medium swing reading of the Jimmy McHugh/Dorothy
Fields classic “I'm in the Mood for Love,” and a bossa-flavored “I'm
Old Fashioned,” the latter with a lyric by Johnny Mercer for the
Jerome Kern composition. Once a singer starts singing a Mercer
lyric, it is hard to resist the temptation to follow with some more
words by this master wordsmith. Hull took this path with ballad
treatments of “How Little We Know,” with music by Hoagy
Carmichael, and “1 Remember You,” a tune penned by Victor
Schertzinger, who also wrote both words and music for “I Don't
Want to Cry Anymore,” a selection that Hull included in her
second set.

Harry Warren was among the top songwriters in Hollywood, and
Hull turned her attention to his songs several times during the
concert. The first set included “I Wish [ Knew,” lyrics by Mack
Gordon, and “Daydreaming (All Night Long),” with words
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by Mercer. During the second set, she sang a lilting version of

“September in the Rain,” lyrics by Al Dubin, and another song
with Gordon lyrics, “The More [ See You," a lovely ballad sung
in Diamond Horseshoe by Dick Haymes.

The other songs that Hull chose for the first set were “I Miss That
Feeling” by Jimmy McHugh and Harold Adamson, and a charmer
from Song of the Thin Man, the last of that series, “You're Not S0
Easy to Forget,” written by Herb Magidson and Ben Oakland.

Filling out the second set were familiar gems by some of the most
wonderful of melodists. “Golden Earrings,” composed by Victor
Young with words supplied by Jay Livingston and Ray Evans was
performed hauntingly by Hull. Henry Mancini's “Charade” is
another song with a Mercer lyric. The Jimmy Van Heusen/Sammy
Cahn ballad “All My Tomorrows,” made famous by Frank Sinatra,
was given a wonderfully passionate reading by Hull. To close, Hull
sang Irving Berlin’s “How Deep Is the Ocean,” a lyric composed
completely of questions.

Laura Hull and her band mates provided the Sunday afternoon
audience with a thoroughly satisfying listening experience. Her
vocalizing was spot on, and her informative commentary added a
dimension to the program that added meaning to each of the songs.
[ would not be surprised to see this show find its way into one of the
jazz or cabaret clubs in the Big Apple.
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